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ENGLAND   IN  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
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agitation until, in 1806, the first step towards abolition was
taken.   While Grenville and Fox were in power, a Bill was
passed to prevent  British   slave-dealers  supplying other
countries,   and to prohibit the  importation  of slaves to
British colonies.   A Bill was also passed forbidding the use
of any new vessel in the trade, and in 1807 the slave-trade
was abolished.    Four years later it was made a felony,
punishable with transportation, to traffic in slaves, and this
act effectively ended the slave-trade.    Denmark and the
United States had already abolished their slave-trade, the
French slave trade was ended in 1815, and by the Peace
of Vienna all the allied powers agreed that the slave-trade
should be abolished as soon as was possible.   The slave-
trade was gradually abolished by the European nations, and
in 1833 the slaves in the British Empire were given their
freedom.   Wilberforce lived just long enough to see this
measure passed .by Parliament,

The Evangelical revival also produced considerable
missionary enterprise. The Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel had been founded in 1701, and had organised
many missions in America: but it had laboured under many
hardships, and its work had been continually hampered by
lack of sympathy from the English Government, A London
Missionary Society was formed in 1795 by Evangelicals and
Dissenters, but this did not work easily, and in 1799 *he
Church Missionary Society was founded by the Evangelicals,
including Wilberforce, Granville Sharp, and Zachary
Macaulay. In the same year the Religious Tract Society
was established to develop the work of Hannah More in
supplying the poor with good literature: within the first
nineteen months 752,000 tracts had been sold, and in
the next year over a million were sold.1 The British and
Foreign Bible Society was founded in 1804, and a London
Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews in
1809.

The Evangelicals also interested themselves in the develop-
ment of education.   The Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, which was founded in 1698, had established
1 Balleine, op. ciL, p. 167.